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International Peace Research Association (IPRA) and the Peace and Justice Studies 

Association (PJSA), affirm Tribunal findings that the USA is Guilty of Genocide;  

Calls for a National Truth Commission on the effects of White Supremacy 

 
Following the October 2021 Verdict of the International Tribunal on US Human Rights Abuses 

Against Black, Brown and Indigenous Peoples, IPRA and PJSA - the world’s oldest and largest 

consortiums of  interdisciplinary professors, researchers, and students working on pressing issues 

related to sustainable peace - has adopted the Tribunal decision finding the US Guilty of Genocide 

based on five counts of specific crimes against humanity. The Associations call on US communities, 

policymakers, and institutional leaders to build towards a Truth Commission on White Supremacy, 

based in part on the work of Dr. Alexander Hinton, award-winning anthropologist and Director of the 

Center for the Study of Genocide and Human Rights, UNESCO Chair on Genocide Prevention. 

Hinton, one of the few US-based members of the independent Tribunal’s Panel of Jurists, authored a 

noted essay on “Why We Need a Truth Commission on White Supremacy”(Sapiens Magazine) last 

May, now adopted by PJSA as a Call to Action.  

 

In addition, Hinton recently released an op-ed in Politico, marking the 70th anniversary of the historic 

“We Charge Genocide” petition submitted to the United Nations by Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, Paul 

Robeson, William Patterson and a coalition of African American scholars and their allies in December 

1951. In his Politico essay, “70 Years Ago Black Activists Accused the U.S. of Genocide. They Should 

Have Been Taken Seriously” (Politico), Hinton discusses the history of that petition, which accuses 

the United States of genocide based on the UN Genocide Convention. Documenting its submission to 

the then-new United Nations, the article spotlights the subsequent smear campaign taken on by 

prominent political figures, including Eleanor Roosevelt, to discredit the petitioners and their claims. 

 

In addition to the vital historical overview, Hinton uses his piece to lift up the framework that was 

created by the petition and demonstrates how contemporary society and politics can make use of the 

petition’s legacy to redress the crimes against Black Americans as the population continues to face 

inequities in almost all areas of life. 
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“70 years later, the document has a new resonance amid the patent injustices of police brutality that 

continue to occur and racial inequities in health care on display especially throughout the pandemic. 

“We Charge Genocide” explored these kinds of issues at length, making a compelling case for 

thinking about structural racism as genocide, which demands not only condemnation but also redress 

and repair.” wrote Hinton in Politico. 

 

The 2021 Tribunal Panel of Jurists, which heard testimony from over thirty expert witnesses and 

reviewed hundreds of documents in proceedings held in New York City and virtually, issued a 

summary Verdict which is currently being developed into a full decision based on international law 

and human rights practices. The Panel, composed of internationally esteemed legal scholars, human 

rights advocates, academics and faith leaders, was supported by IPRA and PJSA, and organized by 

the Spirit of Mandela (SoM) coalition. Though initiated primarily by US-based activists from the 

Black and Puerto Rican movements, the SoM took its name in deference to the South African freedom 

fighters (Nelson, Winnie, and Graca Machel Mandela) whose leadership have set global standards for 

practical peace and justice policies. The Tribunal opened with a support statement from South African 

Princess Zenani Mandela-Dlamini, Ambassador and daughter of Winnie and Nelson. 

 

Another prominent progeny, Dr. Mary Louise Patterson - daughter of petitioner William L. Patterson - 

provided direct testimony at the 2021 Tribunal. “70 years ago my father co-authored and 

courageously advanced a petition that charged the us government with genocide for what other label 

would accurately describe the near annihilation then betrayal banishment and erasure of the first of 

the all right erasure of the remaining First Nation Peoples followed by the stealing of their children 

and or the 400 plus years of terror and indescribable, heinous brutality towards the offspring of the 

millions of violently kidnapped Africans, and the racism and discrimination of Latinx Americans. 

There is no other label for all of those crimes other than genocide.” said Patterson during her 

testimony. 

 

Though a leading global expert on the genocide which took place in Cambodia (April 1975 – January 

1979), Jurist Alex Hinton has more recently turned his lens on the U.S., examining the white-

supremacist movement. His latest book, It Can Happen Here: White Power and the Rising Threat of 

Genocide in the US, focuses on the crimes and experiences of white supremacy within the nation 

which purports to be “home of the free” and birthplace of modern democracy. In 2022, Hinton’s work 

continued to asset, in the OpinioJuris website published in association with the International 

Association of Jurists, that this Black Genocide so foundational to US history continues to “shatter the 

limits of law.” 

 

“In order to make the vision of democracy and ideals of peace a reality, we must deeply engage with 

the critiques of Hinton, Patterson, and the Tribunal,” noted Matt Meyer, IPRA Secretary General and 

PJSA Founding Co-chair. “If we wish to carry on the legacy of the original ‘We Charge Genocide” 

authors and their work to bring justice and safety to targeted communities, then our nation must 

commit to owning our injustices, facing the truth, and creating systems to forge an equitable future. At 

IPRA, we are dedicated to working with academics, esteemed legal scholars, faith leaders, and 

human rights advocates like Alex Hinton, to make the future based on justice for all.”  

For interview requests and questions, please contact Amber Crossen and Matt Meyer at 

ambcrossen@gmail.com or internationalpeaceresearch.sg@gmail.com 

 

About the International Peace Research Association (IPRA) 

Since 1964, IPRA has been pursuing interdisciplinary research into the most pressing issues 

related to sustainable peace around the world today.  

PJSA is IPRA’s major affiliated regional association in North America. 
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